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Abstract — The purpose of this study was to determine the level of competence of the graduate students in the 

research paper writing tasks and the extent of the need for a template approach. This research used a 

descriptive method using a questionnaire as a data gathering instrument to the graduate students who were 

enrolled in the first semester of the school year 2017-2018. The respondents were required to indicate their 

choices on the specified research task item using a 5-point Likert scale. These similar tasks were also the basis 

for the need for template approach in research paper writing. Convenience sampling was used in this study.  It 

is a specific type of non-probability sampling method that relies on data collection from population members 

who are conveniently available to participate in the study. The study revealed that on the 12 research paper 

writing tasks, the respondents rated that they were moderately competent on it.  Their corresponding response 

on the need for a template approach in writing a research paper is high. The primary conclusion of the study is 

that an instructional material is needed by students who are writing their theses and dissertations considering 

that the task is highly technical and relevant information of the research paper is not to be missed. 
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I. INTRODUCTION  

Effective writing is a skill that is grounded in the cognitive domain. It involves learning, comprehension, 

application, and synthesis of new knowledge. From a faculty member’s perspective, writing well entails more 

than adhering to writing conventions. Writing also encompasses creative inspiration, problem-solving, reflection 

and revision that results in a completed manuscript. From a student’s perspective, writing may instead be a 

laborious and even dreaded exercise of attempting to place thoughts on paper while developing mastery over the 

rules of writing, such as spelling, citation format, and grammar. 

There is a significant need for students at all levels not only to be good written communicators but also to 

understand the importance of good writing skills. In addition, an important facet of written communication is 

being able to critically assess the writing of others, particularly at the graduate level as well as in professional 

programs. 

As educators, the key question becomes: How can faculty members teach their students to become effective 

writers and communicators in the short amount of time that there is a need to interact with and influence them.   

The environment in which today’s college students communicate is primarily one of texting and email messages. 

One of the main problems with these communication methods is that they may rely on the use of abbreviations 

and informal language. Punctuation, capitalization, spelling, organization, and flow may be forgotten in favor of 

bits and bytes. Also, because of the immediacy of these communication methods, there is little in the way of 

reflection of either what is received or what is being sent. Preparing students to communicate in the real world 

of work is a challenge for educators in higher education. Faculty members must balance the provision of content 

while modeling professional communication skills using efficient tools. However, writing skills must be 

addressed if faculty members are to adequately prepare students for jobs that involve more than minimal levels 

of responsibility. 

A study by the American Institutes of Research [1]
  
surveyed the literacy skills of college graduates of two- 

and four-year programs, with the results indicating that over half of the students who responded lacked basic 

skills, such as understanding and executing simple instructions or balancing a checkbook. Students face the 

responsibility of developing their writing skills, specifically in the area of academic writing. However, it is clear 

that many students have difficulty with writing for a number of different reasons [2], [3].  Another issue is how 

we measure excellence in writing ([4], [5], [6], [7].  Concerns about effective writing among undergraduate and 

graduate students in higher education have been well- documented. 

On the other hand, [8] thought that computers could support writing by students with learning disabilities by 

placing special emphasis on applications that went beyond word processing. He found that the basic processes 

of transcription and sentence generation, including spelling checkers, speech synthesis, word prediction, and 
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grammar and style checkers provided ample support for writing abilities. The authors [9] suggest that ―many 

writing disabilities may derive from too little time allocated to writing instruction or from writing instruction 

inadequately designed around the learning needs of many students‖ (p. 392) [9]. Their study reviewed the 

characteristics of students with learning difficulties and provided recommendations for teaching writing 

effectively to a broad range of students. The effective techniques cited in their study are the concept of big ideas, 

strategies, scaffolding, and review. 

An expert suggests that the problems experienced by students in writing effectively are attributable, in part, to 

their difficulties in executing and regulating the processes which underlie proficient composing, planning and 

revisions of their work. Another important element in achieving excellence in writing is the reflective process – 

the ability to critique one’s own work as well as the work of peers. As outlined by [11] this reflective aspect of 

writing is particularly important in the curriculum of professional programs as a method of teaching problem-

solving [11].        

A researcher [12], in an article about assessing the writing skills of dental students, noted that ―the ability to 

communicate effectively has been recognized as a hallmark for membership in the learned professions‖ [12].  

Another study found that the formal attention given to writing practice outside of the content covered was 

apparent in higher education. The two researchers [13] reported that the National Commission on Writing in 

American Schools and Colleges[14] supported this claim. They cited the practice of peer review of student 

writing, indicating that peer reviews can help instructors spend more time on other aspects of teaching by 

reducing the instructors’ workload associated with writing activities [13], [15].  

Using several innovative approaches in order to address writing practices deficiency among undergraduate 

and graduate students will be implemented by the researcher after identifying their competency on the different 

research paper writing tasks.  This will be aided by a guide called a template in order to facilitate the writing 

process. 

The main objective of the study was to develop instructional material in a template approach to be used by 

the students.  

 Specifically, it will determine the (1) level of competence of the respondents on research paper writing 

tasks on (1.1) research paper title, (1.2) introduction, (1.3) theoretical framework, (1.4) statement of the problem, 

(1.5) research hypothesis, (1.6) significance of the study, (1.7)   scope and limitation of the study, (1.8) 

conceptual and operational definition of a variable,  (1.9)  literature review, (1.10) methodology of a study, (1.11) 

references/sources, and (1.12) research abstract.  Moreover, it will determine the extent of the need for a 

template approach in research paper writing tasks. 

II. THEORETICAL/CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF THE STUDY  

 The study is linked to the situated cognition.  This is the theory that explains that people’s knowledge is 

embedded in the activity, context, and culture in which it was learned and posits that knowing is inseparable 

from doing [16], [17].   It is also referred to as ―situated learning.‖  

Learning is social and not isolated.  People learn while interacting with each other through shared activities 

and through language, as they discuss and share knowledge [18].  

This theory has helped the researcher understand more widely about how people learn because it has focused 

on what people learn in their everyday lives, which are authentic contexts for a variety of skills. In addition, it 

helps educators understand how to capitalize on knowledge and skills that their students may already possess in 

order to help them learn new content and skills. 

Consequently, the theory relates to the topic of Development of Instructional Material and the preparation of 

a template to be used by the students. The template will be prepared so that the basic component of each 

research task is not overlooked.  With this, the students can make use of their knowledge for the different 

research tasks to be done based on the quality of their output.  The situated cognition is relevant in this aspect on 

the point that the students are working on a research topic of their choice and interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1.  Schematic diagram of the conceptual framework of the study 
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III.   METHODOLOGY  

    The research design used in this study was descriptive to determine the level of competence of the students on 

research paper writing tasks and the extent of the need for a template approach. Since the characteristics of the 

population is being studied, this methodology focuses in answering the question ―what.‖ [19]. 

    The research questionnaire is composed of 12 items for the research tasks which were listed for the 

respondents to determine their level of competence. These similar tasks were also the basis for the need for a 

template design in research paper writing tasks.  

    Convenience sampling was used in this study.  It is a specific type of non-probability sampling method that 

relies on data collection from population members who are conveniently available to participate in the study 

[20]. This sampling was referred to utilize the first available primary data source. In other words, this sampling 

method involved getting participants wherever they were found and typically wherever was convenient. In 

convenience sampling, no inclusion criteria were identified prior to the selection of subjects.  All participants 

were invited to participate. 

    The graduate students who were enrolled in the first semester of the school year 2017-2018 were the 

respondents of the study. There were 211 of them who responded. Weighted mean was used in determining the 

research competence and the need for a template approach. The category of the responses was based on the 

weighted mean values.  It utilized a 5 – point Likert scale.  It used the following as the descriptive rating for the 

level of competence on the research paper writing tasks and the need for template approach. 
 

Scale Range            Level of Competence on    

                                    Research Tasks 
 

5 4.50 – 5.0 Very much competent 

4 3.50 – 4.49 Very competent 

3 2.50 – 3.49 Moderately competent 

2 1.50 – 2.49 Somewhat competent 

1 0.50 – 1.49 Not competent at all 

 

Scale Range    Need for a Template Approach 
 

5 4.50 – 5.0 Very much needed 

4 3.50 – 4.49 Highly needed 

3 2.50 – 3.49 Moderately needed 

2 1.50 – 2.49 Somewhat needed 

1 0.50 – 1.49 Not needed at all 

 
 

The data gathering instrument. The questionnaire was composed of 12 items for the research paper writing 

tasks competencies.  These items were based on the proposed part of the instructional material/module to be 

developed.  It was composed of research paper writing tasks on (1)    research paper title, (2) introduction, (3) 

theoretical framework, (4) statement of the problem, (5) research hypothesis, (6) significance of a study, (7) 

scope and limitation of the study, (8) conceptual and operational definition of a variable, (9) literature review, 

(10) methodology of the study, (11) references/sources, and (12)   research abstract.    
 

IV.   RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 The two objectives were answered in this part.  The data are presented in Tables I and II. 
TABLE I. 

LEVEL OF COMPETENCE (LOC) IN RESEARCH PAPER WRITING TASKS 

 

Research Paper Writing Tasks LOC Interpretation Rank 

1)     research paper title 3.27 moderately competent 2 

2)     introduction 3.14 moderately competent 5 

3)     theoretical framework 3.00 moderately competent 10 

4)     statement of the problem 3.12 moderately competent 6 

5)     research hypothesis 3.07 moderately competent 7 

6)     significance of the study 3.26 moderately competent 3 

7)     scope and limitation of the study 3.20 moderately competent 4 
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8)     conceptual and operational   definition of a variable 2.99 moderately competent 11 

9)     literature review 3.13 moderately competent 5 

10)   methodology of a study 3.06 moderately competent 8.5 

11)   references/sources 3.32 moderately competent 1 

12)   research abstract 3.06 moderately competent 8.5 

                                         Overall Weighted Mean 3.13 moderately competent  
    
    As presented in Table I, the least competency is writing the conceptual and operational definition of a 

variable.  This is a critical element to the research process and involves scientifically defining a specific concept 

also called a variable or constructs so it can be systematically measured.  The second least competency is the 

identification of a theoretical framework.  This part should not be taken for granted.  This will give a strong 

scientific research base and provides support for the rest of the thesis.  The theoretical framework also provides 

scientific justification for the investigation.  It shows that the research is not just ―coming out of the blue,‖ but 

that it is both grounded in and based on scientific theory.   

    The two least rated competencies were strong justifications in developing an instructional material in template 

design. With these results, a clear guide in developing these parts and the rest is a must.  A researcher [21] said 

that ―competence means that you have the ability to do something well, you are capable of performing a task or 

job effectively.‖ 

    The concept of competence is creeping into our lives, pervading our thinking about developing people of all 

ages – from new babes to weathered professionals.  Competence must be developed to include the knowledge 

and skills to do a particular task.  To support this, an author [22] shared that there is a need in testing for 

competence rather than intelligence which is still punchy and pertinent as ever.  Competence is straightforward 

and transparent.  Competence on a task means that the one doing it can perform in some ways of thinking or 

behaving that matter for the performance on that task.  This means the application of metacognitive strategies. 

    The overall rating of the respondents on the research paper writing tasks is moderately competent which 

implies that there is more room for improvement to attain a research paper of high quality. 

    On the other hand, the portion of the research paper where the respondents are capable of doing with the 

highest weighted mean value is on citing references/sources.  This is quite easy if they can follow the format 

indicated in the anatomy of references.  They expressed also that formulating a research paper title is easier.  

This means that they are aware of the guidelines that it should be stated clearly and specifically.  The part in 

writing the significance of the study ranks third on their competence.  This means that the identification of the 

research beneficiary is not so much a problem to them. 
 

TABLE II 

THE EXTENT OF THE NEED FOR A TEMPLATE APPROACH (NFTA) 

 IN RESEARCH PAPER WRITING TASKS 
 

Research Paper Writing Tasks  NFTA Interpretation Rank 

1)    research paper title 4.13 highly needed 9 

2)    introduction 4.12 highly needed 11 

3)    theoretical framework 4.18 highly needed 1.5 

4)    statement of the problem 4.15 highly needed 3.5 

5)     research hypothesis 4.15 highly needed 3.5 

6)     significance of the study 4.13 highly needed 9 

7)     scope and limitation of the study 4.13 highly needed 9 

8)     conceptual and operational  definition of a variable 4.18 highly needed 1.5 

9)     literature review 4.14 highly needed 6 

10)   methodology of a study 4.14 highly needed 6 

11)   references/sources 4.06 highly needed 12 

12)   research abstract 4.14 highly needed 6 

                                         Overall Weighted Mean 4.14 highly needed  
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    The overall result of the respondents on their level of competence is moderate.  This means that this will be 

improved if a constant practice is done by them and when they will focus on high-quality research and support 

their research ideas with zeal. 

    The data in Table II consistently proved that conceptual and operational definition of a variable and writing a 

theoretical framework highly need a template.  The respondents are fair in claiming that all the research paper 

writing tasks need a template approach.  Definitely, it is highly needed.  A template is a file that serves as a 

starting point for a new document.  It is pre-formatted to make sure that the major information in a document is 

included.  Template avoids the waste of valuable time and money and it can be utilized repeatedly for similar 

tasks.  Moreover, it increases speed [23]. This can be used for a diverse array of purposes based on the rate of 

completion they lend to projects ranging in size and necessary effort which boosts the efficiency. With this, the 

research paper becomes substantial and complete. 

V.  CONCLUSIONS 

    The respondents declared that they are moderately competent on the 12 research paper writing tasks, and 

similarly, they unanimously said that an instructional material in a template approach is highly needed.  With 

this, it can be deduced that the development of instructional material in a template approach for research subject 

should be initiated to satisfy the need of the respondents. 
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